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To  the  Honoured 

Sir  Hans  Sloane ,  Bar6. 

.  {  r 

Prefident  of  the  College  of  Phyficians. 

SIR, 

*  r  *  n 

F  you  had  not  been  already  appeal’d 
to  in  the  Caufe  of  Inoculation,  1 
fhould  not  have  thought  of  any  o- 
ther ,  to  whofe  Cenfure  I  might  fub- 
mitthefe  following  Pages. 

Who  fo  fit  to  arbitrate  in  any  Cafe  as  a  Gentle¬ 
man ,  a  Scholar ,  and  a  Pbyfician  appeal’d  to  on 
both  Sides ,  of  the  firft  Rank  in  his  Profeffion. 
and  (if  Numbers  are  to  be  relied  on  in  the  Small 
Pox')  of  greateft  Experience. 

Befides  the  known  Candour  with  which  you  treat 
all  ufeful  Difcoveries,  nay,  even  the  leaft  Deco¬ 
rations  and  Appendages  of  Learning  and  Phy- 
lofophy,  mufl  make  you  the  firfl  in  every  Dedi¬ 
cators  Thought ,  who  is  more  concerned  for  Truth 
than  Viftory,  for  the  Util  €  rather  then  the  Jucun- 

A  2  dura* 
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dum.  J»d  1  wifh  the  Utter  he  not  more  the  pre¬ 
fect  Defign  than  the  former,  in  as  much  as  1  pfe- 
fume  to  think,  there  is  no  Occafion  for  this  new 
Pra£tice ;  and  that  the  old  One  may  give  as  goody 
if  not  better  Security  for  the  Safety  of  the  Patient. 

For  the  Support  of  this  Conjecture,  your  Succefs 
in  Chrift’s  Hofpital  is  fufflcient ,  to  which  for  ma¬ 
ny  Fears,  1  have  had  the  happinefs  to  difpenfe  the 
Materia  Medica,  according  to  youf  Prefcripti- 
ons.  In  this  Place,  Ski  where  there  are  generally 
near  6oo  Children ,  not  above  five  or  fix  in  a 
Year,  one  Tear  with  another,  have  died  of  all 
Difeafes,  and  of  the  Small  Pox  (tho7  fame  Hun¬ 
dreds  have  been  down  of  it )  but  one  in  Eight 
Years  laft  paft,  and  that  Child  too  was  a  Surge¬ 
on7  s  Patient  before  the  Diftemper  took  him. 

If  in  your  extenfive  Practice,  you  meet  not 
with  fuch  good  Succefs,  Reafons  are  obvious  e- 
nough }  and  perhaps  there  is  One,  it  will  not 
become  me  fo  well  to  mention,  however  I  am 
at  all  Times  and  on  all  Occafions , 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful 


jyar<wkk-Lane)  Sept, 
:25th.  172a. 


and  humble  Servant 


A 


Dr.  J  U  R  1  N. 
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I  R, 

.  .  » 

AVI  N  G  already  been  enga¬ 
ged  in  the  Caufe  againft  In¬ 
oculation,  I  hope  you  will  not 
take  it  ill  if  I  make  fome  Re¬ 
marks  on  your  ingenious  Let¬ 
ter  to  the  learned  Dr.  Cotejworth ,  on  that 
Subject ;  wherein,  although  you  make  it  evi¬ 
dently  appear  by  your  two  Tables,  that  one 
in  fourteen  die  of  the  Small  Pox  ;  yet,  if 
■from  what  I  fhall  hereafter  obferve,  it  appears 
that  thofe  Calculations,  taken  from  the  Bills 
of  Mortality  are  mifapply’d*  and  under  fome 

B.  Miftake* 
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Miftake,  brought  into  the  prefent  Difpute ; 
I  will  neverthelefs  expect  your  Pardon. 

The  State  of  the  Queftion  I  take  to  be  this, 
What  Proportion  there  is  between  thofe  that 
have  died  under  Inoculation  to  thofe  that 
have  recovered?  And,  what  the  Number  or 
Proportion  of  thofe  that  have  died  of  the 
Small  Pox,  to  thofe  that  recover,  when  taken 
without  Inoculation.  To  put  this  Queflion 
in  other  Words,  it  will  amount  to  this,  Whe¬ 
ther  thofe  that  have  been  inoculated,  and 
have  had  all  poflible  Care  taken  of  them 
(viz.  previous  Preparation,  proper  Advice, 
Diet  and  Medicine)  have  not  had  a  bet. 
ter  Chance  for  Recovery,  than  the  many 
Thoufands  of  foor ,  indigent ,  miferable  Teofle 
and  Children ,  that  have  otherways  been  feiz’d 
with  that  Diitemper,  and  had  no  Care  taken 
of  them  at  all ;  but  on  the  contrary,  wanted 
every  Thing  the  others  had  ?  To  prove  this  to 
be  the  State  of  the  Cafe,  will  require  but  few 
Words. 

Your  Tables  of  Calculation  are  taken  from 
the  Bills  of  Mortality,  wherein  no  Account 
is  made  or  fuppofed  of  thofe  who  die  of  that 
Diftemper,  for  want  of  proper  Neceflfaries, 
and  by  the  Ignorance  of  pra&ifing  Nurfes, 
who  take  the  poorer  Sort  under  their  Ma¬ 
nagement, 
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nagement,  and  lump  it  for  fo  much  a  Week, 
as  they*  can  get,  together  with  the  many 
Hundreds  of Parifh  Children,  whoare  nurfed 
and  phyfick’d  at  2  s.  and  6 d.  or  5  s.  per  Week; 
and  frequently,  for  want  of  common  Ne- 
ceffaries,  being  taken  with  that  Diftemper, 
die  :  I  fay,  the  Bills  of  Mortality  make  no 
Diflin&ion  between  fuch  miferahle  Patients, 
and  thofe  that  wanted  no  proper  Ailiftance  in 
any  Refpefr. 

The  Ufe  I  would  make  of  this  Obfervation, 
is,  to  fhew  how  inefficient  and  improper  any 
Comparifon  muff  needs  be  between  fuch  indi¬ 
gent  Sick,  and  the  Inoculated,  who  have  all 
imaginable  Care  and  Help  afforded  them,  and 
for  any  Perfon  to  eftimate  and  compare  the 
Succefs  between  Patients,  under  juch  unequal 
Circumftances,  is  what,  I  believe,  you  did 
not  well  attend  to,  or  will  hereafter  think  per* 
tinent  to  the  Cafe  in  Hand . 

Your  Attachment  in  Favour  of  Inoculation, 

I  am  perfwaded,  is  founded  upon  a  ftrifl:  En¬ 
quiry  after  Truth,  and  the  probable  Advan¬ 
tages  of  it :  but  then,  with  Submiffion,  I 

•J  '  ' 

think  you  fhould  have  made  fome  Allowan¬ 
ces  for  thofe  that  have  no  Help;  nay,  per¬ 
haps,  were  really  kill’d  through  Ignorance ,  or 
loft  for  want  of  Necejfaries ,  fuch  ought  nor, 

B  2  cannot 
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cannot  with  Reafon,  be  put  on  the  fame  Foot 
of  Succefs  with  the  Inoculated . 

If  proper  Abatements  be  made  for  fuch, 

your  Argument  for  Inoculation  will  be  (I 

doubt  not)  confiderably  abated  alfo  ;  fori 
believe,  upon  Enquiry,  it  would  be  found, 

that  above  one  half  of  thofe  who  die  of  the 
Small  Pox,  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
nre  of  the  helplefs  Sort,  whofe  Condition  is 
infinitely  worfe  than  the  Inoculated,  and 
therefore  no  Companion  can  be  admitted 
between  them  ;  iffo,  your  Computation  will 
amount  to,  inftead  of  One  in  *  Nine, to  One  in 
Eighteen,  or  thereabouts:  But  to  ftate  this 
Matter  rightly,  it  muft  be  remembred,  that 
your  Computations  are  of  two  Sorts;  the  Firft 
fhews,  that  one  in  Fourteen,  ora  Fourteenth 
Part  of  all  Mankind  die  of  the  Small  Pox ; 
the  other,  Page  the  Thirteenth,  fhows,  That 
out  of  every  Nine  Perfons,  young  or  old, 
poor  or  rich,  taken  with  the  natural  Small 
Pox,  one  mull  die,  or  two  out  of  Seventeen; 
I  have  nothing  to  object  here,  againfl:  theft 
Computations,  but  as  mifapplyed  in  thjf.pre- 
fent  Cafe,  and  when  your  Companfop  is  re- 
dued  to  Reafon,  for  com  par  and  a  non  dele  nt 
haler e  magnum  inter  fe  Differ  enti  am ,  it  will. 

*  Xcuv  Letter,  Page  1 3. 
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appear,  that  not  above  One  in  Forty  that  have 
the  Small  Pox,  would  die  of  that  Diftemper, 
if  treated  with  equal  Care  with  thofe  that  are 
inoculated ;  but  to  form  a  juft  Comparifon, 
and  calculate  right  in  this  Cafe,  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Patients,  muft  and  ought  to  be 
as  near  as  may  be  on  a  Par, 

To  come  at  that,  let  us  fee  who  thofe  are, 
that  are  accounted  and  allowed  on  all  Hands, 
to  be  improper  Terfons  for  Inoculation,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  die  under  the  Small  Pox,whether  taken 
by  Inoculation  or  othsrwife  ;  as  for  Inftance, 
the  l Veakly ,  the  Rickety ,  the  Conjunctive ,  the 
Scrophulour ,  the  oAftbrnafick^  and  Surfeited  Per~ 
fonsj uch  are  all  reje&ed  by  the  Inoculators,  as 
improper  for  that  Operation ,  and  alfo  the  Gene¬ 
rality  of  Perfons  above  Majority ,  and  growing 
into  Tears . 

Thefe  taken  together,  rna'ke  up  a  great 
Part  of  Mankind,  and  ought  to  be  thrown 
out  of  this  Difpute  on  both  Tides,  for  otherwife, 
the  Comparifon  would  be  unequal  and  in¬ 
compatible. 

Ltt  then,  I  fay,  a  proper  Dedu&ion  be 
made -out  of  your  Calculation  on  all  thefe 
Accounts,  and  then  a  third  Part  more  muft 
be  thrown  out  of  the  Comparifon,  which  will 
reduce  your  Computation  to  One  in.  Thirty 

Six. 
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Six.  Now  on  the  other  fide,  Jet  us  vonfider 
the  Conditions  of  thofe  Perfons  that  have  been 
Inoculated  in  London ,  and  the  Succefs  thereof 
here  (for  I  give  little  Credit  to  Accounts  from 
other  Parts,  becaufe  they  are  oppofed  by 
others  from  the  fame  Places  with  equal  Credi¬ 
bility)  thefe  have  been  for  the  moft  part  Chil¬ 
dren  from  Three  or  Four  Years  old,  and  up¬ 
wards,  to  Fifteen  or  Sixteen,  all  healthful 
and  found,  had  bona  Stamina  Vita-,  and  the 
Infection  given  them  before  their  Conftituti- 
ons  were  fpoiled,  and  poifon’d  by  the  Vices  of 
the  Times,  thefe  had,  whether  poor  or  rich, 
all  imaginable  Afiiftance  from  Phyfick,  pro¬ 
per  Diet  and  Nurfing,  and  feeing  they  had 
no  ill  Habits  to  ftruggle  with,  what  won¬ 
der,  if  but  one  in  Forty  or  Fifty  die  out  of  fuch 
a  Collection  of chofen  Patients,  duly  prepared 
and  regimented  through  the  Cour/e  of  the  T)i- 
ftemper.  This  is  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe 
in  London ,  where  Two  only  out  of  Eighty  Two 
died  by  Inoculation, as  they  fay.  Surely  the  Word 
Inoculation  is  not  become  a  magical  Charm, or 
Spell,  that  frights  away  Danger,  if  there  be  no 
Witchery  in  it,  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  In- 
feffion,  but  lnfeBioh  taken  at  different  Times , 
and  under  different  Circumftances ,  and  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Life ,  will,  and  muff  have  different 

Events, 
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Events,  no  Matter  by  what  Way  ’tis  com* * 
municated,  whether  by  Incifion ,  *  Talming 
(or  buying  it ,  as  your  Welch  ^Author  reports') 
or.  Refpiration  of  infected  Air. 

The  Honour  and  Renown,  which  the  very 

Learned  and  Royal  Society  juftly  challenge 

from  the  learned  World,  for  much  better, 

and  more  ufeful  Difcoveries,  I  am  afraid, 
**#■£-* 

will  receive  but  little  Addition  from  the  Pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Practice  of  an  old  Greek  Wo¬ 
man  in  Con/lantinople, or  of  another  in  Wales 
and  if  their  Reports  were  true,  ’tis  ftrange,  a 
Method ,  which  would  have  faved  near  a 
fifth  Part  of  Mankind,  fliould  not  have  been 
fooner  made  known  ;  but  however,  ’tis  ne¬ 
ver  too  late  to  learn,  let  who  will  be  the 
Teacher*  : 

To  make  your  Tables  quadrate  with  the 
Queftion  in  Hand,  I  think,  all  the  Perfons 
who  have  died  of  the  Small  Pox  in  Forty  Two 
Years,  under  the  feverai  Difadvantages  I  have 
mentioned,  JlmJd  le  deducted,  and  then  if 
you  pleafe  to  try  the  Merits  of  the  Comfari- 
fon  between  the  Inoculated ,  and  the  reft,  or 
other  Tarts  of  Mankind ,  that  have  had,  or  may 
have ,  equal  Advantages  with  the  Inoculated, 

i  \  .  *  ,  •  -  t  •  ’  ,  S  -  *  •  C  •'  f  V-  .  4 

*  Vide,  your  Letter ,  Page  27,  28. 

t  Ditto ,  Page  50,  . 

as 
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as  to  good  aAdvice ,  and  Nurfing ,  nothing,  I 
believe,  can  be  faid  againft  the  Equity  of  fuch 
a  Comparifon.  I  have  another  Remark  to 
make,  viz.  That  many  of  the  Inoculated  had 
hot  really  the  true  Small  Pox  ;  fome  I  can 
mention,  namely  thofe  in  Newgate  ;  and  I 
am  well  inform’d,,  a  Certain  Nobleman’s  Son 

t  * 

and  others,  that  were  Inoculated,  never  had 
any  Appearance  like  that  Diftemper;  and  fo 
it  muft  needs  happen  fometimes,  for  as  I  have 
formerly  obferved,  and  Mr.  Maitland  himfelf 
owns,  that  fome  Conftitutions  are  not  fufcepti. 
ble  at  all  Times  oflnfe&ion,  which  is  fo  often 
found  true,  from  Children  lying  in  the  fame 
Bed  and  Room  with  the  Sick,  that  it  would 
be  needlefs  to  fay  more  of  it  here. 

But  in  your  Account,  every  Body  that  hath 
undergone  Inoculation  is  fuppofed  to  have  had 
the  Small  Pox,  which  cannot  in  Reafon  be 
allowed. 

This  alfo  will  lelten  the  Number  of  thofe 
that  recover  under  Inoculation^nlefs  itbe  good 
Senfe  to  jay  a  Perfon  recovers  of  a  Difeafe  he 
hadnot\  and  I  dare  fay,  near  a  fifth  Part  of 


the  Inoculated  receive  not  the  Small  Pox 

.  *  .  '  _  %  T 

thereby,  and  are  by  a  Speciality  of  Confuta¬ 
tion,  not  fufceptible  of  that  Infe&ion,  when 
you  have  a  Mind  to  give  it.  '  •  r 
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A  proper  DeduGion  on  this  Account  alfo 
tmy  be  expeGed,  and  then  the  Computation 
will  run,  that  about  One  in  Forty  or  Forty 
one  die  of  the  Small  Pox,  being  taken  in  the 
natural  Way, and  having  all  the  Advantages  of 
the  Inoculated. 

And  fince,  by  your  own  Account,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  Eighty  Two  or  Eighty  Three  are 
all  the  Perfons  inoculated,  in  or  near  London^ 
and  that  two  Perfons  only  died  out  of  that 
Number ;  your  Calculation  fhould  be  this, 
That  One  in  Forty  Two  die  by  the  Inocula¬ 
ted  Small  Pox,  but  without  Inoculation,  and 
in  the  common  Way  of  taking  that  Diftem- 
per  among  Perfons  under  equal  Care  and 
Advice  with  the  Inoculated,  not  fo  many. 

But  it  feems  we  are  to  underftand  the 
firft  Part  of  your  Defign,  by  the  fecond, 
mentioned  Page  the  feventh,  in  thefe 
Words,  viz ,  Which  is  to  form  an  EJlimate  of  the 
Hazard ,  which  all  Mankind ,  one  with  another , 
are  under  of  dying  of  the  natural  Small  Tox>  that 
by  comparing  this  with  the  Hazard  of  Inocula - 
tion,  the  Tublick  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  Judg + 
menty  whether  or  no  the  Praffice  of  Inocula¬ 
tion  tends  to  the  Prefervation  of  Mankindy  by 
Jeffening  the  Danger  to  which  they  were  other- 
wile  liable  ;  this  was  a  laudable  Defign  iri- 

C  deed^ 
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deed,  but  whether  you  ,  have  done  it,  and  fet 
that  Matter  in  a  true  Light,  let  the  World 
judge,  from  what  I  have  already  obferv’d ; 
for  my  own  Part,  I  cannot  think  you  have, 
but  if  you  really  defign  a  juft  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  fuch  of  the  Natural,  (as  you  call  it) 
Small  Pox,  and  the  Unnatural,  (that  by  In¬ 
oculation)  youmuft  allow  them,  the  Patients 
of  both  forts,  to  be  equally  a  flirted  in  both 
Cafes,  and  equal  Advantages,  as  to  previous 
Preparation  and  Regimen. 

Put  the  Succefs  in  both  Cafes  on  this  Foot, 
and  I  may  boldly  defy  the  Comparifon :  If  any 
Thing  or  Place  in  the  World  can  furnifh  out  a 
juft  Comparifon  in  this  Cafe,  the  Children  in 
Chriffs  Hoff  it  al  are  the  fitteft,  being  gene¬ 
rally  a  flux  Body  of  about  Nine  Hundred  or 
more ;  and  I  affirm,  that  in  that  Place,  not  One 
out  of  Fifty  have  died  theje  laft  Twenty  Tears 
of  that  TH/lemfer,  and  but  One  the  laft  Nine 
Tears  of  the  Small  Tax,  although  near  Six  Hun¬ 
dred  have  been  conftantly  in  the  Houfe ,  and  1  be¬ 
lieve  fome  Hundreds  have  been  down  of  it ;  I  f pea  k 
cautioufly,and  much  within  Compafs,and  if  any 
where, or  any  how, a  fair  Computation  may  be 
made  with  the  Inoculated,  it  rauft  be  with 
them,  and  although  you  would  ftill  have  the 
Advantage  on  your  fide  of  chufing  your  Pati¬ 
ents, 


v  * 
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ents,  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  and  a  previous 
Regimen  j  yet  if  you  had  made  an  Eftimate 
from  hence,  there  would  have  been  fome  Ar¬ 
gument  in  the  Comparifon,  provided  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  had  been  on  the  fide  of  Inoculation, 
but  as  it  is  againft  you,  I  hope  you  will  fet 
the  Publick  right,  and  correct  your  Compu¬ 
tation. 

.  » ■  -  .  \  »  ■  *  •  f  -  - 

I  would  not  have  any  Body  think  lam 
writing  againft  any  ‘Benefit  propofed  to  the 
World ;  I  am  not,  I  have  already  declared 
above,  in  fome  Remarks  on  Mr.  Maitland’s 
Book, and  others, that  I  diflike  indeed  the  giving 
infectious  Matter  by  Incifion,  for  Reafons 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Wagftajfe ,  Sir  Richard 
‘ Blackmore ,  See.  Befides,  I  think  all  Advan. 
tages  propos’d  by  the  Inoculators,  may  be  fe- 
cured  to  Children  at  fome  Time  or  other,  du¬ 
ring  their  Minority,  in  another  and  fafer  Way, 
at  proper  Ages,  and  after  due  Preparation, 
i,e.  by  bringing  fuch  into  Houfes  and  Rooms 
of  the  Sick,  when  the  Diftemper  begins  to  de¬ 
cline,  and  when  the  Matter  is  full  Ripe,  and 
moft  Infectious ;  for,  as  I  faid  before,  there 
can  be  no  Reafon  given  (but  what  is  a  bad 
one)  why  Perfons,  that  are  difpofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  InfeCtion  by  Inoculation,-  fliould  not  re¬ 
ceive  it  bv  breathing  infectious  Air. 

C  2 
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If  our  Religion  will  permit  the  Pra&ice  of 
Inoculation,  it  will  have  lefs  Objection  againft 
this  Manner  of  getting  the  Diftemper,  and 
the  Advantages  equally  the  fame. 

The  true  Reafon  why  Mankind  and  our 
Forefathers  have  not  had  the  Advantages  of 
-Inoculation,  without  the  Practice  of  it  in  the 
Manner  I  mention,  hath  been  this,  be- 
caufe  they  thought  it  was  a  Sin,  a  Tempting 
of  Providence,  and  a  Breach  of  their  Chrifti- 
an  Duty,  to  get  their  Children  a  Diftemper, 
the  Event  of  which  was  uncertain,  and 
might  give  them  Trouble  all  their  Lives  af¬ 
ter  ;  had  they  had  no  fuch  Scruples,  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  would  have  done  it ;  for  ’tis  the 
Defire  of  every  Parent  to  have  that  Danger 
over  with  them  as  foon  as  poffible. 

And  now,  where  there  are  no  Scruples  of 
Confcience  in  the  Cafe,  they  will  venture  (I 
doubt  not)  upon  this  laft  Method,  much  rather 
than  the  former,  becaufe  theSuccefs  or  Hazard 
in  either  Way  being  alike,  as  to  the  Small  Tox,  in 
the  latter  they  run  no  Hazard  of  being  infe&ed 
by  a  Leprous,  Venereal  or  Scrophulms  Taint, that 
may,  for  ought  we  know,  be  tranfplanted  by 
Inoculation :  If  all  Mankind,  for  the  Time 
to  come,  could  have  the  Diftemper  given, 
them  before  they  arriv’d  at  Fifteen  or  Six¬ 
teen 
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teen  Years  of  Age,  undoubtedly  the  Danger 
of  dying  under  it  would  be  much  lefs,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  poorer  Sort  were  as  well  taken 
Care  of,  as  the  Inoculated  have  been,  and 
will  be. 

I  have  before  obferv’d,  the  miferable  Poor, 
and  Parifh-Children  make  up  a  great  Parr, 
at  leaft,  one  half  of  the  Bills  of  Mortality; 
to  confirm  this,  I  have  examin’d  feveral  yearly 
Bills,  and  I  find  that  the  Out-Parifhes  gene¬ 
rally  bnry  more  than  the  Ninety  Seven  Pa- 
rifhes  within  the  Walls,  by  Twenty  Two 
Thoufand  in  a  Year,  and  the  Parifh  of  Step¬ 
ney  fingly,  very  near  as  many  as  the  City  of 
London  yearly  ;  this  fufficiently  fhows  what 
little  Help  and  Care  is  taken  of  the  poor  Sick, 
which  fo  much  abound  in  all  thofe  Places. 

And  yet  you  have  form’d  a  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  the'  Mortality  of  the  natural  Small  Pox , 
incident  to  thefe  miferable  "Poor,  as  well  as 
ethers ,  andoppofed  it  to  that  given  by  Inocula¬ 
tion,  in  which,  all  pojfible,  previous,  and 
consequential  Care  and  Skill ,  hath  been  us’d 
to  preferve  and  fecure  the  Safety  of  the  Pati¬ 
ent .  >  * 

This  furely  being  contrary  to  all  the  Rules, 
and  Meafures  of  Comparifon,  muft  needs  be 
erroneous,  and  fo  muft  the  Refult  you  men¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  Page  the  17th,  viz.  That  of  all  that  are 
lorn ,  there  will  [me  Time  or  other  die  of 
the  Small  T? ox  One  in  Fourteen-,  for  that  be¬ 
ing  founded  on  your  two  Tables,  and  thofe  on 
the  Bills  of  Mortality,  and  thofe  again  on  ths 
Ignorance  or  Skill  of  old  Women,  who  are 
the  Searchers  in  every  Parilh,  and  their  Re¬ 
port  (very  often  what  they  are  bid  to  fay) 
very  erroneous,  it  mud  certainly  be,  that 
many  Diftempers  which  prove  Mortal,  are 
miftaken  for  the  Small  Pox,  viz.  Scarlet  and 
Malignant  Fevers  with  Eruptions,  Swine 
Tox ,  Meafles,  St.  Anthony’s  Fire,  and  juch 
like  eAppearances,  which,  if  they  deftroy  in 
three  or  four  Days  (as  frequently  happeneth) 
theDiftemper  can  only  be  gueffed  at,  yet  ge¬ 
nerally  put  down  by  the  Searchers,  Small  Pox, 
.especially  if  they  are  told  the  Deceas’d  had 
never  had  them. 

What  Alteration  in  your  Tables  is  to  be 
made  on  this  Account ;  I  leave  to  your  own 
Confideration,  and  proceed  to  obferve  next, 
That  of  all  Perfons  of  equal  Ages,  Healthi- 
nefs  and  Condition  of  Life,  under  equal  Ad¬ 
vice,  Regimen,  and  Nurfing,  taken  ill  of  the 
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Small  Pox,  either  with  or  without  Inocula- 

« 

tion, the  Difference  in  Succefs  would  be  but  lit* 
tle,yet  not  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Inoculated. 

To. 
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To  make  this  more  plain, 

Suppofe.  that  Twenty  Five  Uluecoat  Hofp* 
tal  Boys  at  a  Medium,  one  Year  with  ano¬ 
ther,  taken  ill  of  the  Small  Pox. 

Suppofe  we  likewife,  that  the  Inoculators 
takeout  of  the  feveral  Wards,  yearly,  as  they 
find  them,  Twenty  Five  Boys,  which  are 
inoculated. 

Qitere,  What  the  Difference  of  Succefs  ?  I 
folemnly  proteft  if  this  could  be  putin  Practice, 
I  would  lay  two  to  one  againft  the  Inocu¬ 
lated. 

For  as  I  faid  before,  we  have  loft  but  one 
Small  Pox  Patient  thefe  Nine  Years,  altho* 
Eighteen  Hundred  Children  have  been  in  that 
Houfe  fince  that  Time,  and  I  declare  to  have 
met  with  no  unequal  Succefs  in  other  Fami¬ 
lies  amongft  Children  about  the  fame  Ages 
(that  is,  between  Eight  and  Fifteen)  where 
I  have  been  concerned,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
many  of  the  learned  Faculty,  as  well  as  fome 
others  of  my  Profeflion,  can  fay  as  much  fron» 
their  own  Experience  and  Obfervation. 

The  Refult  is,  that  of  the  miferable  Poor, 
and  others  in  all  the  Out-Parilhes,  and 
Bills  of  Mortality,  of  all  Agesand  Diftempers, 
being  inoculated  without  Regard,  and  left  to 

their  own  Management,  and  Want,  as  it  hath 

;  •+  * 


(  i6  ) 

ufually  been,  there  would,  in  all  probability, 
die  as  many  as  there  generally  doth  now,  fo 
that  I  am  of  Opinion  there  is  no  Advantage, 
or  Occafion  for  Inoculation. 

Give  me  leave  to  recapitulate  a  little  what 
I  have  been  faying,  viz. 

That  there  ought  to  be  no  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  fick  People,  well  regimented  with  Diet 

m/nr” '  ‘  _ 

and  Medicine,  and  thofe  who  have  no  Affift- 
ance,  or  fcarcely  Neceflaries  of  Life. 

That  there  is  no  Comparifon  to  be  made 
between  diftemper’d  Perfons,  and  thofe  in 

a  f  m  ♦  * 

good  Health. 

That  there  ought  to  be  no  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  Perfons  in  their  Minority,  and  under 
the  Regimen  of  Parents,  Mafters,  &c.  and 
the  Libertines  of  all  Ages. 

That  there  ought  to  be  a  Deduction  made 
for  thofe  that  have  been  inoculated,  and  yet 
have  not  had  the  Small  Pox. 

That  there  ought  to  be  a  Deduction  made, 
for  the  Ignorance  and  Miftake  of  Searchers, 
who  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  often  fet  down 
as  dead  of  the  Small  Pox,  thofe  who  died  of 
fome  other  firailar  and  doubtful  Diftemper. 

When  thefe  Gbfervations  are  rightly  confi- 
dered  and  allowed,  you  will  get  but  little  by 
any  juft  Companion  between  the  Mortality 
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of  the  Small  Pox,  taken  either  by  Inocula¬ 
tion,  or  without  it. 

*  .:**'•  y '  '  >*  • 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  computed exa&Iy, 

but  if  I  am  near  the  Truth,  and  have  fhewn 
that  your  Tables  and  Companion  are  excepti¬ 
onable  and  miftaken,  as  apply’d  in  the  prefent 
Cafe ;  ’tis  all  I  aim  at,  for  if  I  did  not  think 
fp,  I  would  not  have  given  you  nor  my  felf 
the  Trouble  of  this  Letter. 

There  are  other  Remarks  I  have  to  make,'1 
but  at  prefent,  have  faid  enough  for  a  Letter, 
and  as  I  have  taken  the  Freedom  of  expref- 
fing  ray  felf  freely  on  the  Subject ;  I  will  alfo, 
with  the  fame  Freedom  and  Integrity,  but 
great  Refpe£t  to  your  fuperior  Chara&er,  and 
exquifite  Learning,  fubfcribe  my  felf, 

Sir, 

ffarwick  March  Tour  Friend, 
ztfth,  1723.  *  * 

and  humble  Servant^ 

*  *■  *  f’ ,  ■* 

ISAAC  MASSEY, 


iffft  Mg  ifittf  ftffii  aftfi  am  Mm 


postscript. 


Have  feen  a  Letter  from  Dr. 
I  <£§§,  Flettart,  Phyfician  at  ‘Boftoti ,  in 
A'ifw  England ,  writ  to  a  Fellow 
of  our  , Royal  College,  wherein 
%  quite  different  Account  is  given  of  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  Inoculation  there ;  he  fays.  That  he  fori 
Seventy  Ferjons  had  been  inoculated,  Fourteen 
or  Fifteen  had  died  under  it,  which  is  one  in 
Five.  He  further  fays,  That  at  Roxburg, 
•where  there  wa.  m  InfeBion,  or  Small  Fox 
the  common  Way,  the  Jnocnlators  went  to  work , 
and  Five  Perfons,  whofe  Names  he  mentions, 
died  by  Inoculation.'  This  Perfon  gives  fo 
particular  anAccount  ;  and  fo  different  from 
fbnle  others,  that  no  Encouragement  for  that 
Practice  can  be  drawn  from  the  Succefs  of  is 
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FINIS, 


SHORT  and  PLAIN 

ACCOUNT 

O  F 

INOCULATION. 

WITH 

w;>* 

Some  Remarks  on  the  main  Argu¬ 
ments  made  ufe  of  to  recommend 
that  Practice,  by  Mr.  Maitland  and 
others. 


■Noculation  is  an  Art  of  giving 
the  Small  Pox  to  Perfons  in 
Health ,  who  might  otherwife 
have  lived  many  Years,  and 
perhaps  to  a  very  old  Age 
without  it,  whereby  fome  unhappily  come  to 
an  untimely  Death,  and  others  efcaping  that, 

B  have 


have  yet  laboured  under  a  dangerous  fort  of 
the  Flux  kind,  and  with  as  much  difficulty 
have  at  laft  been  preferved,  as  if  that  Diftem- 
per  had  happened  in  the  Courfe  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  Others  again  having  better  Luck, 
have  received  thereby  a  true,  regular  and  fa¬ 
vourable  Pox  ;  and  it  would  be  happy  for  the 
^ i  Inoculators,  if  there  were  in  reality  more  In- 
’fiances  of  this  Kind  to  warrant  their  Pra&ice; 
>ut  the  Misfortune  is,  thofe  are  wanting^ 
yet  to  make  up  a  Number,  they  affirm  eve¬ 
ry  one  of  the  inoculated  Safe  and  Secure,  tho’ 
in  reality  they  had  nothing  of  the  Diftemper; 
fo  it  happened  amongft  the  inoculated  at  New¬ 
gate,  of  whom  they  boafted  fo  much,  yet  eve¬ 
ry  Phyfician  that  faw  them,  knows  that  not 
cue  of  them  had  the  true  genuine  Small  Pox, 
but  only  fome  few  fading  Eruptions,  that 
here  and  there  appeared,  and  difappeared  in 
the  Space  of  three  or  four  Days ;  they  had 
not  any  of  the  Pathognomicks,  i.  e.  the  prece¬ 
ding  and  concomitant  Symptoms  proper  to 
that  Difeafe,  and  without  which  the  true 


Small  Pox  doth  not  appear,  for  Non  ejfe  & 
non  apparere  eadem  eft  ratio,  is  a  Rule  to  Phy- 
ficians,  as  well  as  Lawyers.  How  often  have 
the  mod  knowing  of  the  Faculty  from  Ap¬ 
pearances  and  Symptoms  (much  more  homo¬ 
geneous 
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geneous  to  this  Difeafe,  than  thofe  which  of¬ 
ten  attend  Inoculation)  been  miftaken?  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  the  Patients  in  this  new 
Method,  will  have  much  more  Reafon  to 
complain ;  Efpecially,  when  they  (hall  be  ta¬ 
ken  in  the  natural  Way  afterwards,  and  con¬ 
vinced  to  their  Coft  of  the  Infecurity  of  it. 

But  Mr.  Maitland’ s  Argument  is,  the  Ino¬ 
culated  have  never  catcht  the  Small  Pox  fince, 
ergo ,  they  never  will,  as  if  there  had  already 
pafled  a  fufficient  time  of  Probation,  to  fatis- 
fy  any  rational  Man’s  Diftruft ;  let  him  tell 
us  this  Obfervation  ten  or  twelve  Years  hence, 
and  then  he  will  have  fewer  Adverfaries  in 
this  Matter  ;  tho’  what  he  affirms  at  prefent 
cannot  be  right,  if  what  Dr.  Wagflaffe  fays  i$ 
true,  touching  Mr.  Degrave’ s  Daughter,  but 
taking  her  Father’s  own  Account  of  this  Mat¬ 
ter,  what  a  fad  Condition  was  his  Daughter 
in  for  Eleven  Weeks  after  Inoculation,  and 
before  the  true  Small  Pox  invaded  her. 

I  remember  Mr.  Maitland,  at  Child’s  Cof¬ 
fee- Houfe,  when  this  Practice  was  juft  be¬ 
gun  at  Newgate,  was  as  confident  and  pofitive 
of  the  Succefs  and  Security  propofed  by  it,  as 
if  he  had  had  Twenty  Years  Experience  with¬ 
out  any  Mifcarriage,  which  made  thofe  who 
heard  him  jujlly  fufpett ,  he  was  more  concern- 

J  2  ed 
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ed  for  the  Employ  than  the  Succefs  of  it,  and 
I  could  not  but  take  Notice  afterwards  with 
what  united  Force  and  Zeal  the  Practice  was 
pufned  on,  upon  the  Life  and  Reputation  it 
received  from  its  Admilfion  into  the  Royal 
Palace ;  all  Pens  and  Weekly  Papers  at  work 
to  recommend  and  publifh  it;  and  it  was 
rightly  judged,  then  or  never  was  the  Time 
and  had  it  not  been  for  fome  unlucky  Mifcar- 
riages,  the  Inoculators  would  have  had  the 
heft  Chance  for  full  Practice  and  full  Pockets, 
that  ever  fell  into  the  Hands  of  fo  fmall  a  Set 
of  Men. 

But  I  would  beg  leave  now  to  make  a  Sup- 
pofal,  which  is,  that  an  too  Perfons  fince  this 
PraQice  began  here,  have  been  inoculated,  and 
that  Forty  of  them  have  had  a  true  Small 
Pox,  that  Forty  more  a  Bajlard  fort  only,  and 
excepting  Three  or  Four  who  died,  the  Re¬ 
mainder  fo  differently  affe&ed,  that  no  Satis¬ 
faction  can  be  derived  from  it.  If  this  Cal¬ 
culation  as  to  Proportion  is  near  the  Truth, 
what  an  hopeful  Encouragement  is  here,  for 
a  Practice  in  fome  RefpeCt  or  other  hazardous. 

I  would  fain  propofe  another  and  better 
Method  (if  yet  that  might  be  thought  law¬ 
ful,  as  I  am  fore  hitherto  it  hath  not  gene¬ 
rally  been)  which  is  to  bring  the  intended 

Pati- 
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iPatlent  at  a  proper  Age  and  Seafon  of  the 
:5fear,  and  after  due  Preparation  and  Regi¬ 
men,  to  places  of  Infection,  which  can  never 
be  wanting  in  this  City,  or  elfe  by  bringing 
Infection  to  them,  that  is  fome  Child  or  Per- 

.  o 

fon  with  the  Difeafe ;  which  may  be  eafily 
had  into  fome  Apartment  of  a  Gentleman’s 
Houfe,  to  be  nurfed  and  converfed  with  there 
for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid.  By  this  Method 
(lefs  painful  and  inhuman  than  cutting  four  or 
five  Holes  in  the  Arms  and  Legs)  all  the  pre- 
pofed  Advantages  of  Inoculation  would  be  fe- 
cured,  for  the  Children  of  Quality  (common¬ 
ly  the  greateft  Sufferers)  in  a  natural,  fafe  and 
more  eafy  Way.  For  there  can  be  no  reafon, 
why  the  fame  Difpofition  of  the  Patient  which 
receives  Infection  by  Inoculation,  fhould  not 
admit  it  by  Refpiration,  or  Breathing  of  the  in¬ 
fected  Air. 

I  was  fuppofing  juft  now,  that  Forty  out  of 
an  Hundred  might  have  a  true  genuine  Small 
Pox  by  Inoculation  in  a  favourable  Manner. 
I  fay  Genuine ,  for  tho’  the  manner  of  giving 
it  be  artful,  yet  when  the  Conftitution  of  the 
intended  Patient  is  fo  difpofed,  as  readily  to 
receive  the  Infection  (no  matter  by  what  way 
communicated)  it  then  produces  a  true  genu¬ 
ine  Small  Pox ;  but  as  Mr.  Maitland,  fays,  fome 

Per - 
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Perfons  by  a  fpeciality  of  Conflitution?  are  not  fuf 
ceptible  (at  all  Seafons)  of  the  Difiemper ,  and 
others  have  already  had  it?  but  it  was  either  for¬ 
got  or  mifiaken.  In  thefe  Cafes,  which  are 
very  frequent,  Inoculation  can  leave  no  goody 
but  may  be  attended  with  very  bad  Effeds, 
and  many  are  the  Inftances  of  fuch  whichi 
treading  upon  the  heels  of  the  Experiment, 
can  claim  no  other  Caufe  but  that  morbific  Ope¬ 
ration. 

Nor  is  this  the  worft  of  it,  for  thefe  Pati¬ 
ents  are  juft  as  liable  to  receive  that  Difeafe  ini 
the  ufual  way  afterwards,  as  if  they  never 
had  been  Inoculated.  For  proof  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  Obfervations  fee  the  Evening-Pojl 
of  Thurfday  the  50 th  of  Augufi  laft,  and  Dr. 
Wagftaffe's  excellent  Letter  to  Dr«  Friendy  both 
made  publick  to  warn  a  Nation  fond  of  No¬ 
velty  and  new  Schemes?  that  they  be  not  bubbled 
of  their  Health  by  this,  as  they  were  not  long 
fince  of  their  Money  by  feme  others. 

If  you  will  believe  thefe  Gentlemen,  this 
word  Inoculation  fignifies  a  Remedy ,  for  fo 
they  call  it,  tho*  it  produces  the  Small  Pox? 
which  is  always  a  Diftemper,  tho’  never  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  ;  fo  that  here  Remedy  and  Difeafe  fig- 
nify  juft  the  fame  thing.  They  call  it  alfo  a 
fafe  Prefervative,  tho’  fometimqs  it  kills?  and 

a 
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.  favour  Me  flight  Indifpofltion ,  tho’  it  pro¬ 
duces  the  confluent  and  dangerous  Sort.  This 
way  of  treating  Mens  Underftandings,  is 
very  like  a  Quack  Do&or’s  printed  Bill, 
whofe  Pill ,  or  Bolus  (if  you  will  believe  him) 
is  always  Safe  and  Salutary ;  a  noble  Preferva- 
tive,  and  an  infallible  Cure :  Fear  not  then, 
Gentlemen,  venture  your  Money  and  your 
Children,  truft  to  Inoculation  with  all  its  un- 
certain  EffeBs,  it  will  be  a  jafe  Prefervative , 
they  fay,  and  fecure  every  ones  Life  and 
Health ,  with  as  much  Certainty  as  the  late 
South-Sea  Project  did  every  fanguine  Adven¬ 
turer’s  Eftate, 

If  this  Method  give  the  true  Small  Pox, 
the  Chance  of  a  good  or  a  bad  Sort,  is  un¬ 
certain,  as  it  would  be,  had  the  Patient 
caught  the  Diftemper  providentially,  at  that 
Time,  there  being  no  certain  Benefit,  from 
a  previous  Regimen  to  be  depended  on ;  for  I 
have  often  known  Children,  and  others, 
thus  daily  regimented  by  proper  Evacuations,  ' 
&c.  fuffer  as  much  or  more,  than  others,  that 
were  not  in  the  fame  Family,  fo  little  doth 
the  favourable  Sort  depend  on  this  Art,  that 
every  Phyfician  doth,  or  fhould  know,  that 
the  Quality  or  Circumftances  of  the  Matter 
inoculated,  with  all  the  Advantages  of  a  pre¬ 
vious 
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vious  Regimen,  doth  not  produce  one  certain 
uniform  Event ;  for  let  the  Infection  be  taken 
from  a  living  or  dead  Body,  a  favourable  or 
a  dangerous  kind,  no  one  can  certainly  tell 
what  fort  of  Pox  will  enfue,  becaufe  that 
Event  wholly  depends  on  the  Crafis  and  Tem¬ 
perament  of  the  Blood  and  Fluids,  at  the 
Time  of  Invalion,  by  what  Means  or  Me¬ 
thod  foever  it  cometh  to  pafs.  So  greatly 
are  Men,  in  this  Cafe,  impofed  on,  by  the 
Word  Inoculation ,  if  thereby  they  expeff 
the  fame  fort  of  Pox  with  that  from  which 
the  engrafted  Matter  was  taken. 

Inoculation  is  properly  a  Term  of  Art,  ufed 
by  Gardners,  and  ’tis  not  improbable,  fome 
Empyricks  obferving  the  Fruits  and  Progrefs 
of  it  in  the  Orchard,  imagin’d  (by  way  of 
Analogy)  that  this  Diftemper,  like  a  Bud  or 
Cyon,  might  be  ingrafted  as  much  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  Patient,  as  the  Melioration 
of  the  Fruit.  Hence  then  is  this  Practice, 
and  an  Inference  or  Argument  is  drawn  from 
the  Vegetable  to  the  Animal  World,  very  incon- 
clufive ,  I  think,  and  fallacious. 

For  I  would  obferve,  that  where  there 
is  no  Principle  of  Life ,  there  can  be  no  uni¬ 
form  homogeneous  Fruit  or  Production,  and  that 
Pus  or  corrupted  Matter ,  either  of  Plague  Sore, 

Small 
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Small  Pox,  or  any  thing  elfe,  hath  not  any 
Principle  of  Life ,  or  Growth  like  a.  Graft -  it  is 
no  doubt  contagious,  and  contains  in  it  a 
Principle  of  Deftruttion  and  Death,  though 
it  is  not  always  ftrong  enough  to  deftroy ; 
and  we  know  the  Infection  of  it  will  occa- 
fion  Diftempers  of  the  fame-  Name  and  Genus , 
but  differing  as  much  from  one  another,  as  a 
Crab  doth  from  a  Golden-Pippin :  Whereas 
the  Fruits  and  Productions  of  the  Vegetable 
and  Animal  Life,  are  generally,  and  would 
be  always  fimilar,  uniform,  and  fpecifically 
Homogeneous,  were  there  no  preternatual 
Accidents,  Blafts,  or  Difeafe,  to  hinder  ; 
but  Difeafes  have  not  fuch  generative  uni¬ 
form  Productions,  if  they  had  a  Graft  from 
one  mortiferous  Small  Pox,  or  the  ufual  In¬ 
fection  of  it  might  deftroy  more  Lives  than  the 
greateft  Plague  that  ever  happen’d  ;  where 
then  is  the  Reafon  and  Advantage  of  this 
kind  of  Inoculation,  or  its  Analogy  to  the 
other-,  in  one,  the  Cyon  or  Bud  is  put  to  a 
good  Nurfe,  that  gives  it  Nourifliment  and 
Encreafe;  in  the  other,  the  Nurfe  is  poyfoned 
by  the  Graft,  and  in  fame  Danger  of  loofing 
her  Life  by  it. 

Nor  is  their  Argument  more  to  the  Pur- 
pofe,  who  confound  the  Notion  and  DoCtrine 
;  C  of 
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of  fermentation,  with  that  of  Infection,  as  if 
they  were  to  be  maintained  on  one  and  the 
fame  Principle :  Whereas  they  differ  as  much 
as  Friend  and  Foe,  with  refpect  to  their  Sub- 
jetfum  and  Sphere  of  Action  ;  the  Fir  ft  natu¬ 
rally  tending  to  the  Production  and  Increafe 
0F  Vigour  and  Strength,  the  Latter  as  much 
to  the  weakening  and  decay  of  it,  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Energy  and  Force  of  its  Pofition. 

I  have  often  been  looking  out,  I  confefs, 
for  the  Advantages  of  Inoculation,  and  there 
are  but  Three  at  mod,  which  occur,  viz. 
The  Jge,  and  previous  Regimen  of  the  Pati¬ 
ent,  and  the  Seafon  of  the  Tear,  all  which, 
his  confeft,  are  in  the  Inoculators  Choice; 
But  will  thefe  be  fufficient  to  oppugn  and  bal- 
lance  the  poffible  Mifcarriages  fubfequent 
thereupon  ?  What  if  the  Patient  dies  of 
Inoculation,  (and  that  is  more  than  poffible) 
let  me  ask  you  by  what  Authority  you  arbi¬ 
trarily  impofe  a  Diftemper  on  your  Son  in 
perfect  Health,  which  kills  him  ?  You’ll  an- 
fwer,  No  doubt  to  prevent  his  dying  of  that 
Difeafe  fome  other  Time,  and  that  you  be¬ 
lieved  there  was  no  Danger  in  the  Experi¬ 
ment  ;  this  indeed,  will  acquit  you  of  that 
Malice  which  makes  killing  Murther,  but 
you’ll  never  be  able  to  acquit  your  felf  of  the 

Death 
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Death  of  the  Child ;  fuppofe  Come  ill-advifed 
Father,  who  having  an  ungracious  Son  gi¬ 
ven  up  to  fuch  Vices,  as  he  believed  would 
certainly  bring  him  to  the  Gallows,  ihould 
pra&ife  Jack  Kjtch  a  little  upon  him  in  hopes 
to  cure  his  Vices,  and  prevent  the  fatal  Event 
he  forefaw ;  and  that  by  fome  unforefeen  Ac¬ 
cident  abhorrent  to  his  Intention  and  Defign 
the  Boy  was  really  hanged ;  what  would  fuch 
a  Father  think  of  himfelf,  and  who  would 
go  about  to  excufe  him  ? 

Mr,  Maitland  takes  Notice  of  a  Decree  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians  at  Paris,  againft 
the  Ufe  of  Antimenial  Vomits ,  undoubtedly  it 
was  occafion’d  by  ill  Succefs,  but  ’tis  more 
than  probable  that  fome  previous  Sicknefs  or 
Diforder  required  their  Ufe,  which  are  now  al- 
moft  laid  afide  ;  yet  had  the  Prefcriber.  been 
better  acquainted  with  his  Medicine,  no  harm 
would  have  enfued.  What  if  Mr.  Maitland 
had  begun  his  Engraftment  at  Paris,  and 
three  or  four  Perfons  in  the  fpace  of  two 
Months  had  died  under  it,  does  he  not  think 
that  the  College  would  have  decreed  againft 
the  Ufe  of  Inoculation,  and  would  they  not 
have  had  more  Reafon  fo  to  do  ? 

But  this  Gentleman  and  his  Abettors  would 
perfwade  the  World,  that  Inoculation  is  a 

C  *  Method 
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Method  of  Cure ,  curing  of  what  ?  Why,  cu¬ 
ring  one  of  a  Diftemper  he  hath  not,  nor  e- 
ver  may.  Oh  !  But  5tis  apprehended  he  will, 
and  that  the  Seeds  of  it  are  within  him ,  Yis 
Connate,  and  he  muft  expect  it ;  then  let  him 
expect  it,  and  learn  to  live  foherly  and  virtu- 
ouflj,  leaft  that  hapning  after  a  Debauch,  his 
Cafe  become  more  dangerous ;  this  Ufe  would 
do  more  Service  to  Mankind,  than  the  Ufe  of 
Inoculation,  or  any  pretended  Method  of  pre¬ 
venting  a  mortiferous  Pox;  and  no  doubt 
would  give  better  Security  for  a  favourable 
one,  and  be  as  good  a  previous  Regimen ,  and 
Preparation  for  it,  as  they  can  poffibly  pre- 
fcribe. 

I  have  partly  remarked  already  how  the 
World  is  impofed  on  by  a  parcel  of  Mifno- 
mers,  and  fince  they  are  refolved  Inoculation, 
nolens  volens,  fhall  be  entred  into  the  CLfs  of 
Medicines ,  and  Methods  of faving  Life ,  it  would 
be  worth  while  to  enquire  how  it  fquares 
with  any  one  Medicine ,  or  Method  of  Cure ,  ei¬ 
ther  in  Phyfick  or  Surgery.  Vomits  and  Purges 
anfwer  to  a  redundancy  of  peccant  Humours 
whether  in  the  upper  or  the  lower  Ventricles, 
give  relief  in  Crapulary,  Cholicd  and  Hydro- 
pick  Diftempers.  Bleeding  anfwers  to  a  Ple¬ 
thora,  in  Pleurifies ,  JJlhmas ,  and  exceedingly 

ufe- 
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u Tefal  in  all  Apopleffical  and  inflammatory  Dij - 
eafes.  Blifters  are  applied  with  great  Succefs 
for  Difeafes  of  the  Head  and  Bread,  and  in  all 
nervous,  malign  ant  and  infectious  Diftempers. 
The  Bark  is  a  Speciflck  for  Agues  and  intermit¬ 
ting  Fevers,  Amputation  is  the  only  Remedy 
for  flatter'd,  and  mortify'd  Limbs,  and  Saliva¬ 
tion  for  the  French  Pox,  '&c.  Now  I  would 
oblige  Mr.  Maitland  if  I  could,  and  let  in  In¬ 
oculation  for  the  Cure  of  the  Small  Pox,  but 
it  unluckily  falls  out,  that  Inoculation  is  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  time  of  Difeafe  or  Sick- 
nefs,  it’s  only  practicable  in  time  of  Health, 
which  I  conceive  makes  fo  wide  a  Difference, 
that  no  Clafsof  Medicines,  or  Methods  of  Cure , 
will  endure  its  Company,  there  being  not 
the  lead  Analogy  between  them,  for  they  dif- 
claim  all  manner  of  Pretences  to  Vfe  and  Ap¬ 
plication,  but  in  fome  Difeafe  already  fubfift- 
ing,  or  apparently  approaching;  whereas  the 
Inoculator  makes  a  Difeafe  in  hopes,  and  with 
intolerable  Affurance  of  good  Succefs,  but  how 
that  will  judify  a  Practice  which  may  take 
away  Life,  when  that  Life  was  before  in  no 
immediate  or  (for  any  Thing  he  knows)  re¬ 
mote  Danger,  I  know  not.  Lord  BathurfPs 
Butler  had  as  much  hopes  as  could  be,  yet 
it  cod  him  his  Life,  and  tho’  there  may  be 

more 
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more  Reafon  to  expefi  good  Succefs  in  Chil. 
dren  than  in  Adult  Perfons ;  I  cannot  for  all 
that  think  it  juft,  that  a  Father  or  Guardian 
Ihould  impofe  an  Experiment  on  his  Child 
or  Ward,  which  he  would  not  willingly  un¬ 
dergo  himfelf,  unlefs  there  were  an  abfolute 
Certainty  of  the  Child’s  doing  well  under  it, 
which  tho’  it  is  impoflible  to  be  had  in  any 
other  Method  of  curing  Difeafes,  ought  to  he 
expeffed  in  this  Cafe  ;  for  this  plain  Reafon , 
becaufe  Inoculation  is  a  Difeafe  of  their  own 
making  and  Procurement ;  did  ever  any  Man 
in  his  Wits  get  the  French  Difeafe  defigned-* 
ly,  or  did  ever  any  one  charge  the  Death  of 
a  Patient  on  Medicines,  or  Method  of  Cure 
skilfully  applied  and  made  ufe  of?  No,  but 

when  Difeafes  are  impofed  or  grafted  with 
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never  fo  much  Art  and  Skill  on  one  that 
was  no  Patient  before,  but  in  perfect  Health , 
and  he  fhould  die,  his  Death  would  be  juftly 
chargeable  on  the  lmpofer ,  and  if  the  College 
of  Phyficians  here  fhould  make  a  Decree  a- 
gainft  Inoculation,  as  the  College  of  Paris 
did  againft  Antimonial  Vomits ,  the  Inoculator 
might  be  obliged  to  anfwer  for  it  near  the 
Place,  where  the  Pra&ice  firft  begun,  unlefs 
he  had  a  Pardon  in  his  Pocket. 
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Mr.  Maitland's  Suppofal,  fag.  45.  That  there 
is  no  Difference  in  the  two  Cafes,  i.  e.  one  of  fi¬ 
fing  Means  for  Cure ,  the  other  for  Prevention , 
would  be  true,  if  both  were  equally  fafe}  and 
neceffary ;  but  where  there  is  no  Necefjity  in 
one  Cafe,  and  an  abfolute  one  in  the  other, 
there  malt  be  fome,  and  I  think  a  material 
Difference ;  the  Queftion  is,  he  fays,  Whether 
‘ Difeafes  may  not  he  inflicted  for  good  Purpofes  ? 
I  fay  no,  unlefs  by  good  Purpofes  be  meant 
fome  greater  Evil  or  Malady,  than  the  Dif- 
eafe  he  inflids,  under  which  he  already  la¬ 
bours;  not  of  fuch  he  hath  an  uncertain 
Profped  of  meeting  with  no  Body  knows 
when ;  he  asks  again,  whether  the  giving  a 
Difeafe  with  a  good  Intention ,  he  in  it  felf  an 
unlawful  Action  ?  Yes  it  is;  an  Intention  to 
preferve  a  repenting  young  Lady’s  Reputa¬ 
tion  is  undoubtedly  Good ,  but  will  you  give 
that  young  Lady  a  Difeafe  which  will  caufe 
Abortion ,  and  fo  deftroy  one  Life,  and  indan¬ 
ger  another  ?  This  Pradice  I  am  afraid  is  too 
frequent,  and  I  believe,  the  good  Intention  will 
not  excufe  it,  either  before  God  or  Men ; 
though  it  flood  Angle,  and  had  no  golden  Mo¬ 
tive  to  back  it. 

,  •  9 

The  Diffedion  of  Malefadors  before  they 
are  quite  Dead  is  a  Cruelty  no  where  pra- 
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His’d  now,  but  I  have  fomewhere  read,  that 
Herophilus  is  mention’d  by  Galen  to  have  ar¬ 
rived,  Ad  exquifitijfimam  Anatomes  cognitionem 
ac  majori  ex  parte ,  non  in  Brutis  ut  plerique  fo - 
lent,  fed,  in  hominibus  ipfis  periculum  fecit ,  no 


■  doubt  but  his  Intention  was  good :  And  Quin¬ 
tilian  the  Orator,  in  his  eighth  Declamation, 
intitled,  Gemini  Unguent es ,  introduces  a  Wife 
impeaching  her  Husband,  Males  Traclationis, 
of  vile  Treatment,  becaufe  he  had  fuffer’d  an 
Emperick  to  diffeft  one  of  her  Twins  while 
yet  alive,  that  he  might  find  out  a  way  to 
fave  the  other,  who  lay  languifhing  of  the 
fame  Difeafe. 

What  refemblance  this  bears  to  your  Pra- 
&ice,  I  fay  not,  or  whether  your  Queftion  ( of 
giving  Difeajes  with  a  good  Intention  be  in  it 
felf  an  unlawful  Action )  be  fufficiently  an- 
fwer’d,  let  others  judge;  but  there  is  feme 
apparent  Difference  between  your  Practice 
and  this ;  in  the  fir  ft  the  Experiment  is  made 
on  a  living  healthful  Per fon ,  in  the  fecond  on 
one  that  is  dying ,  for  the  fake  of  faving  the 
Life  of  another,  in  great  danger  from  the 
fame  Sicknefs.  Now  if  any  one  of  your  Pa¬ 
tients  fhould  die,  and  a  Jury  of  Twelve  ho- 
neft  Men  and  true  were  to  be  impanneli’d 
on  the  two  Cafes,  I  cannot  but  think  yours 

would 
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would  fuffer  by  the  Companion,  and  a  Ver¬ 
dict  would  be  brought  in  againft  you. 

The  Inoculators  all  confefs,  that  weak  and 
diftemper’d  Perfons  are  improper  Subjects  for 
their  Pradice;  and  fo  they  account  for  Mr. 
Spencer's  Death. 

Now  I  defire  to  know,  whether,  if  this 
Morbifick  Method  Ihould  be  encouraged,  it 
may  not  like  Bleeding  fall  into  unskilful  Hands, 
who  for  Money,  and  through  Ignorance,  will 
inoculate  without  Diftinftion.  And  are  there 
no  ignorant  or  wicked  People,  who  with  one 
Child  out  of  the  Way,  for  the  fake  of  ano-  • 
ther  they  love  better,  that  would  make  ufe 
of  Inoculation  as  a  fair  Chance  for  that  Pur- 
pofe?  How  many  Perfons  have  weak  and 
fchrophulous  Children  under  their  Truft  and 
Guardianlhip,  who  would  not  do  as  Coke  of 
Bury  St.  Edmunds  is  fuppofed  to  have  done, 
i.  e.  poyfon  two  or  three  of  them  in  order  to 
come  to  an  Eftate ;  but  they  would  think  it 
no  Sin,  or  any  Imputation  on  their  Probity 
to  try  Inoculation,  which  they  are  told  is  the 
beft  Method  to  keep  them  alive ;  their  Death 
would  little  touch  their  Confcience,  and  their 
Motive  to  it  would  be  a  Secret  as  private, 
as  the  Practice  was  publick.  Thefe  are  Con- 
fequences  that  cannot,  by  a  designedly  ill  ufe 
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of  Medicines  come  to  pafs,  without  difcovery 
and  fhame ;  which  no  lefs  fecures  the  Safety  of 
the  Patient,  than  the  Probity  of  the  Prefcriber. 

What  Dr.  Wagftajfe  fays,  That  it  never  came 
into  their  Heads,  viz.  Phyficians  to  raije  T)i- 
Jlempers  by  Art ,  was  certainly  true ;  yet  Mr. 
Maitland  replies,  Then  it  never  came  into  their 
Heads  to  praffife  Phyftck ,  which  is  founded  on 
that  Jingle  Principle  of  curing  natural ,  by  rai - 
fwg  artificial  Dijeafes ;  this  is  amazing?  For 
what  he  calls  natural  and  artificial  Difeafes 
was  never  heard  of  till  this  Jenfelefs  Praflice, 

•  nor  are  thofe  Terms  to^e  found,  I  dare  fay, 
in  any  good  Author  among  the  Antients  or 
Moderns.  They  fpeak  as  Dr.  Willis  doth,  that 
Nalura  humana  efi  Medicus  morborum  &  caufa 
fanitatis ;  they  all  agree,  that  Difeafes  are  pre¬ 
ternatural,  Morbus  efi  dijpofitio  Corporis  prater 
Naturam,  primo  &  per  fe  Atliones  Udens ; 
they  all  agree,  that  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick  is 
the  Ars  medendi  per  convenientia  Remedia.  Doth 
convenient  Medicines  or  Remedies  fignify  Dif¬ 
eafes ,  or  the  curing  of  them  by  other  Difeafes  ? 
Which  he  wifely  obferves,  is  alfo  but  an  Imi¬ 
tation  of  Nature ;  But  where  are  his  Inftances 
of  this,  or  any  good  Fhyfical  Authority  for  the 
Proof  of  it?  Every  Phyfician  indeed  knows, that 
Nature  often  points  out  a  Method  of  curing, 

and 
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and  is  therefore  called  Medicus  Morborum ,  not 
by  other  Difeafes,  but  by  Medicines  or  other 
Methods  of  Cure:  Thus  lofs  of  Appetite  and 
Vomiting  are  often  cured  by  Vomiting  Medi¬ 
cines,  a  griping  purging  Diftemper  by  purga¬ 
tive  Medicines,  &c.  For  the  Indications  of 
Nature  are  to  be  carefully  attended  to,  and 
purfued ;  but  it  feems  Mr.  Maitland  offers 
ibme  Proofs,  fuch  as  they  are,  page  8.  for  Na¬ 
ture’s  curing  one  Difeafe  by  another,  and  they 
are  deliver’d  by  way  of  Queftion  thus ;  lWhat 
‘  is  Bleeding ,  but  an  Artificial  Hxmorrahagy ? 
‘  Purging,  but  raifing  an  Artificial  Diarrhoea? 
‘  Bhfiers,  Ijfues,  and  Setons ,  but  Artificial  Im- 
‘  pofthumaiions  ?  Very  good  Sir,  but  to  go  on  ; 
What  is  Correction  at  the  Cart’s  Tail,  but  the 
noble  Art  of  Mufcular  Phlebotomy  ?  What  is 
Burning  in  the  Hand ,  but  the  Art  of  applying  a 
Caufiic  ?  What  is  Hanging,  but  an  artificial 
Quinfiy,  which  makes  the  Patient  feel  for  the 
Ground,  and  chokes  him?  What  is  breaking 

on  the  Wheel,  but  the  Art  of  making  Difiocati- 

* 

ons  and  Fr allures,  and  differs  from  the  Wounds 
and  Amputations  of  Surgeons,  only  by  the  Man¬ 
ner  and  Intention.  ‘  Morbus  eft  He  Corporis  St  a - 
‘  tus ,  qui  functiones  animates  Icedit.  And  it  may 
‘  beobferved,  fays  Mr  .Maitland,  Phyficians  pro- 
t  duce  thofe  TDiflempers  in  their  Patients  often. 

Da  I 
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I  hope  there  are  but  few  fuch  Doctors ; 
tniferable  is  the  Patient  that  employs  them. 
I  never  faw  fuch  Practice  with  Defign  in  my 
Life,  and  yet  have  been  an  Obferver  near 
Forty  Years  in  the  Practice  of  Phyftck. 

What  pitiful  Shifts  are  Men  driven  to, 
when  they  have  fome  unreafonable  Caufe  to 
maintain,  but  I  cannot  blame  them,  it  may  be 
’tis  their  All,  and  then  the  Caufe  mu  ft  main¬ 
tain  them  ;  at  prefent  ’tis  poorly  defended,  for 
it  neither  doth  nor  can  ftand  upon  the  Princi¬ 
ple  of  Inoculation,  or  any  other,  in  rerum  Na- 
tura.  In  fhort,  ’tis  a  Contra-f  rater-un-natural 
PraQice,  and  therefore  cannot  be  a  good  one. 
But  feeing  thefe  Gentlemen  agree  to  differ,  and 
in  hopes  of  better  luck  are  going  to  new  mo¬ 
del  it  (as  appears  by  a  Sham  Turkey  Merchant's 
Letter  publifhed  in  the  flying  Po(l  on  the 
Thirteenth  of  September,  1722.)  I  would  ad- 
vife  them  to  change  the  Word  Inoculation, 
and  take  Incantation  in  its  ftead,  it  will  fuit 
better,  and  be  full  as  long  within  one  Syl¬ 
lable. 

'  ■  f  , ,  \ 

I  have  one  Obfervation  more  to  add,  taken 
from  the  Succefs  of  the  Small  Pox  in  Chriffs 
Hofpital,  where  there  is  generally  near  600 
Children,  the  Nurferies  at  Ware  and  Hert¬ 
ford,  conftantly  filling  the  Places  of  thofe  who 

go 
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go  off.  Here  it  hath  fometimes  hapned,  that 
great  Numbers  have  been  down  of  the  Small 
Pox,  and  ’tis  but  feldom ,  that  the  Houfe  is 
free,  or  not  long  fo :  Yet  I  dare  fay,  and  Sir 
Hans  Sloane  I  prefume  will  do  fo  too,  that  in 
Twenty  Years  there  have  not  died  above  five 
or  fix  at  raoft  of  that  Diftemper,  and  in  the  laft 
Eight  Years  there  died  but  one :  And  feldom 
above  five  or  fix  in  a  Year  of  all  Diftempers , 
one  Year  with  another ;  fo  little  need  is  there 
of  Inoculation. 

Now  before  I  conclude,  I  make  one  Re* 
queft  to  the  Royal  College  of  Pbjtficians  ;  which 
is,  that  they  would  obtain  Power  from  the 
Government  (if  they  want  it)  to  oblige  eve¬ 
ry  Perfon  that  lhall  hereafter  be  inoculated, 
to  have  his  Name,  and  Place  of  Abode,  en- 
tred  in  a  Regifter  for  that  Purpofe ;  wherein 
the  Time  and  Succeffes,  good  or  bad,  Ihould 
be  alfoRegiftred,  and  if  afterwards  any  fhould 
live  to  have  the  Small  Pox,  fome  Care  fhould 
be  taken  effectually,  that  the  College  be  ac¬ 
quainted  therewith,  and  a  Memorandum  be 
made  of  it.  This  would  clear  up  all  Doubts, 
and  prevent  Difputes  and  Cavilling,  where¬ 
by  there  is  commonly  more  Ignorance,  than 
either  good  Senfe  or  Manners  difplayed; 

and 
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and  the  World,  in  Ten  or  Twelve  Years, 
would  certainly  know  what  to  expefl:  from 
it :  But  I  beg  Pardon  for  fhewing  any  Ten- 
dernefs  for  a  Practice,  which  I  believe  that 
learned  Body  for  the  moft  Part  intirely  con¬ 
demns,  .  / 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

MR.  Maitland,  I  was  informed,  was  a 
Lodgei  at  iVl i s .  Heath* s  in  Hartford , 
and  page  26.  of  his  Book,  he  owns  he  Inocu-^ 
lated  Two  of  her  Sons ;  but  Mrs.  Heath  re¬ 
ports,  that  one  of  them  was  fo  ferved,  when 
fhe  was  abfent,  and  without  her  Confent, 
that  Dr.  Dim j\ 'dell  fays,  he  never  had  more 
Difficulty  in  his  Life,  than  he  had  to  fave  one 
of  thofe  Inoculated  Children  .-  That  there  was 
in  this  Family  a  very  pretty  young  Woman, 
Servant  to  Mrs.  Smart ,  another  Lodger  in 
the  fame  Houfe,  who  frequently  told  Mr. 
Maitland ,  that  if  he  ufed  his  Art  there,  ffie 
would  quit  her  Service  ;  many  Arguments 
was  ufed  to  perfwade  her,  ffie  was  in  no 

Dangei  ifhefhould,  the  pretty  Maid  coo  cre¬ 
dulous,  caught  the  Diftemper  and  died. 

Mr.  Ban* s  Servant  Maid  (he  confeifes) 
catchr  the  Pox  from  the  Inoculated  Child 
and  died  by  it ;  but  we  may  perceive  by  his’ 
Surprize,  that  he  knew  very  little  of  the  Pra- 
dice,  for  otherwise  he  muft  have  known,  that 
a  true  Small  Pox  by  Inoculation  was  infectious. 

Here  out  of  two  Families  where  he  made 
the  Experiment,  two  Perfons  loft  their  Lives, 

tho* 


Tojl-Jkipt. 

tho*  Mr.  Maitland  hath  mention’d  but  one,  as 
far  as  I  can  find. 

■J  • 

Now  if  the  old  Saying,  Caufa  caufa  eft  cau - 
fa  caufatiy  be  in  any  Senfe  true  (if  I  was  in 
his  Place)  I  fliould  be  afraid  of  the  Applica¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Moreton ,  who  for  many  Years  took  Care 
of  our  Englijb  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  in¬ 
form’d  me,  that  to  his  Knowledge  Inoculati¬ 
on,  even  in  Turkey,  was  no  certain  Security  a- 
gainft  having  the  Small  Pox  afterward ;  but 
I  fuppofe  this  mull  be  where  only  a  Baftard- 
Poxenfued,  the  Habit  of  the  Patient  at  that 
Time  not  being  rightly  difpos’d  to  receive 
the  Infection. 


FINIS. 


